





















































































































































	General	survey	question,	from	WVS	Wave	Three,	1995-1999,	question	V27			 China	 Taiwan	 U.S.	 Sweden	Generally	speaking,	would	you	say	that	most	people	can	be	trusted…			 50.4%	 36.9%	 35.0%	 56.6%	…or	that	you	can’t	be	too	careful	in	dealing	with	people?			 45.9%	 59.7%	 63.1%	 38.3%		 	 	 	 		General	survey	question,	from	WVS	Wave	Six,	2010-2014,	question	V24		Generally	speaking,	would	you	say	that	most	people	can	be	trusted…		 60.3%	 30.3%	 	 	…or	that	you	can’t	be	too	careful	in	dealing	with	people?			 35.2%	 67.7%	 	 		 	 	 	 		How	strongly	do	you	trust	…		sum	of	“trust	completely”	and	“trust	somewhat,”	from	WVS	Wave	Six,	2010-2014		...people	you	know	personally	[question	V104]		 71.9%	 80.5%	 90.7%	 96.9%	…people	in	your	neighborhood	[question	V103]		 78.4%	 75.3%	 72.0%	 79.4%	…	people	you	meet	for	the	first	time	[question	V105]		 10.9%	 28.5%	 35.2%	 56.9%	…people	of	another	nationality	[question	V107]		 8.8%	 41.6%	 65.7%	 70.3%	…people	of	another	religion	[question	V107]		 9.1%	 51.2%	 75.3%	 69.0%		
	 38	
Note:	According	to	the	World	Values	Survey	Wave	Six,	60.3%	of	Mainland	Chinese	say	that	“most	people”	can	be	trusted,	compared	to	only	30.3%	of	Taiwanese.	This	data	seems	to	conflict	with	the	main	point	in	the	present	paper,	and	it	is	surprising	because	the	Taiwanese	trust	at	higher	levels	on	almost	all	of	the	more	specific	questions—about	trusting	people	known	personally,	people	in	your	neighborhood,	etc.	The	gap	here	emphasizes	the	point	made	by	Delhey,	Newton,	and	Welzel,	(from	“How	General	Is	Trust	in	‘Most	People’?”),		discussed	in	the	main	text,	namely	that	the	general	question	can	be	interpreted	differently	in	different	places.	It’s	unclear	who	counts	as	“most	people”	and	we	don’t	have	gradations	(trust	completely,	trust	somewhat,	etc.).	We	could	explain	the	data	on	the	general	question	in	these	terms:	Mainland	Chinese	likely	answer	the	general	question	(about	most	people)	thinking	about	people	known	personally	(71.9%	of	Mainland	Chinese	“completely”	or	“somewhat”	trust	people	known	personally),	while	the	Taiwanese	respond	thinking	about	people	met	for	the	first	time	(only	28.5%	of	Taiwanese	trust	people	met	for	the	first	time	“completely”	or	“somewhat”).		
	
